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The TDOA last chance hours 
will be held on Sunday, Octo-
ber 25th in Knoxville in the 
Woods Auditorium at the UT 
Hospital. These will be the last 
hours provided by the TDOA 
in 2009.   

The following time schedule of 
courses may change. Please 
check the TDOA website closer 
to the event.   

8:00am - 9:00am  
“You Deserve a Medal for Han-
dling Patient Complaints” 
1 ABO Hour Jackie O’Keefe 

Lincoln 
9:00am - 10:00am  
“Optical Jeopardy!” 
1 ABO Hour Jackie O’Keefe 
Lincoln 
10:00am - Noon  
“How to Add a Safety Eyewear 
Program to Your Business or 
Practice” 
2 ABO Hours Jackie O’Keefe 
Lincoln 
Lunch on your own 
Noon to 1:00pm   
1:00pm - 3:00pm  
“HIV/AIDS: Infectious Disease 

and the Eye Care Profes-
sional” 
2 NCLE Hours Jane Buck-
land 
3:00pm - 5:00pm  
“Contact Lens Alternatives to 
Refractive Surgery” 
2 NCLE Hours Jane Buck-
land 

Please pre-register for these 
hours using the form on the 
back of this newsletter.  

Directions to the event will 
be posted on our website at 

Don’t forget your 

LAST CHANCE in 

2009 for Hours is  

Sunday, October 25th 

Woods Auditorium  

UT Hospital Campus 

1924 Alcoa Highway 

Knoxville, TN 37920 

Optical Pioneer Spotlight 
Eye to Eye OpticalðDoinô it their way successfully for over 40 years! 

Tucked away in Raleigh, 

Tennessee is Eye to Eye 

Optical.  A successful, in-

dependent business located 

between an  Eyemasters 

and a LensCrafters.  The 

owner and active licensed 

optician is Curtis Jones, Sr.  

Mr. Jones has been in the 

optical business since 1951 

and has owned his own 

business since 1969.  He 

had been in his current lo-

cation in a strip shopping 

center since 1974.  He says 

with the rapidly changing 

demographics of today, he 

had had some of his long-

time customers and patients 

move away, and then return 

to the area.  Of course they 

come back to Eye to Eye 

for their eye care! 

He doesnôt really see the 

chains as the competition.  

They just do business dif-

ferently. Mr. Jones doesnôt 

take insurance and he doesnôt 

open on Wednesdays or Sun-

days.  Although, he has had 

some late night special pa-

tients; one of them none other 

than ñThe Kingò Elvis 

Presley!  He has made glasses 

for other celebrities too, we 

just canôt tell you who. 

Mr. Jones was one of the first 

opticians in the area to do 

multicolor tints, even doing 

six or seven colors in some 

lenses for Elvis.   

Mr. Jones has dedicated pa-

tients, and he is seeing third 

and fourth generations of 

many of his first patients.  He 

feels like this is a good field, 

but thinks this is not a  good 

market for a new business to 

start cold, without a solid cus-

tomer/patient base.  Mr. Jones 

is one of our pioneer opticians 

and is proud to be able to say 

ñthis is the way we do it!ò 

In addition to his success-

ful business, Mr. Jones has 

been blessed with eight 

children (seven boys, one 

girl) and thirteen grand-

children (ten grandsons 

and three granddaughters). 

Thank you Mr. Jones for 

your service to our profes-

sion! 

If you have a suggestion 

for an Optical Pioneer Pro-

file, please contact the 

TDOA office or email 

Janet Pasinger  

imakeglasses4u@yahoo.com 

www.tdoa.org on the Calen-
dar of Events page closer to 
the event date.   
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HEADQUARTERS INFORMATION 
TDOA  

P.O. Box 210454 

Nashville, TN 37221 

Phone 615-646-5245 

Fax 615-646-5780 

Email tdoa@tdoa.org 

Website www.tdoa.org 

 

Check out the website for forms, legislative information, 
classified ads and  board member contact information.. 

A Message from the President£ 
Dear Fellow Opticians. 

 

 I hope everyone had a summertime filled with joy, happi-

ness and unforgettable memories.  The 2009 convention 

was a great success where everyone in attendance received 

information from speakers who are not just knowledge-

able in their fields but know how to get a group interested 

in the subject at hand.   

The board members and their committees are hard at work 

planning the associationôs calendar for 2010.  The plan is 

to have the continuing education in all the chapters with 

the convention being held in Memphis.  June is the month 

we have set for this event and a location will be an-

nounced when the details are finalized. 

The website has always been our main source for getting 

information out to you but we are working on ideas and 

suggestions to make it even more user friendly.  The 

newsletter and communications committee is working to 

put together suggestions and ideas sent in by you so please 

keep them coming.  If you have information you wish to 

share with other opticians across the state send it in for 

review by this committee. 

The TDOA handed out two awards this year. The first 

went to Kathy Hawkins of Nashville for Optician of the 

Year.  The second award went to Senator Ophelia Ford 

from Memphis for Legislator of the Year.  Congratula-

tions to both of you wonderful ladies.  We appreciate your 

hard work and dedication to your professions.  By work-

ing to get legislation passed to extend the Tennessee 

Board of Dispensing Opticians you helped to insure that 

the health and welfare of the citizens of Tennessee will 

continue to be protected. 

The wrap up continuing education hours will be held in 

Knoxville this year.  Details are on page one or on our 

webstie. 

 Sincerely, 

Greg DeCrow 

 TDOA President 
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If you are ABO/NCLE certified ask for your 
certificates at our event before each course af-
ter you sign in.   

Someone will be passing out certificates and 
stamping them after each course is over.   Dou-
ble check the certificate to ensure you have the 
correct course. We have a limited number of 
certificates.  If there are none available for the 
course you need please give your name and the 
course name to the attendant and we will mail 
one to you.  

We Are Updating Our Website! 

Soon youôll be able to renew memberships online, register for 

your CE Hours or the Annual Convention, blog a bit and ñmeetò 

some other opticians in the state.  Tell us some things you would 

like to see!  Please contact the TDOA office by phone or email or 

you can email Janet Pasinger at imakeglasses4u@yahoo.com.  We 

also want to give you a way to minimize your mail.  If you want to 

get the newsletter by email, just indicate on your membership 

renewal form, or email tdoa@tdoa.org!  



Nashville 2009 Convention A Success 
Your TDOA hosted our 2009 

Convention at the Embassy 

Suites in Nashville, TN June 27th 

and 28th.  Eight hours of continu-

ing education were offered each 

day to provide enough ABO and 

NCLE credits to meet 2009 li-

censing requirements.  The 

speakers were informative and 

interesting.  Our members were 

given a wonderful lunch each 

day.  On Saturday we held our 

annual business meeting and our 

membership awarded Kathy Haw-

kins from Nashville our 2009 

Optician of the Year award.  Con-

gratulations to Kathy! 

Between the CE hours at the con-

vention we had the fun of an on-

going giveaway. So many prizes 

were given away that no one actu-

ally knows the final count! 

Thanks to all who contributed 

such fun prizes.  We also want to 

thank executive secretary, Mel-

lissa Misiak for her hard work in 

taking many details and turning 

them into a successful conven-

tion.  We also want to thank our 

volunteer TDOA officers, direc-

tors and other members who were 

kind enough to volunteer their 

time and talents to make this a 

convention to remember. We are 

very much looking forward to 

convention 2010 in Memphis, 

TN.  Your TDOA tries to hold 

the convention in a different 

part of the state each year in 

order to be fair to all members 

across the state.  But donôt 

forget TDOA will always have 

many opportunities throughout 

the year at a local chapter near 

you.  Please watch your news-

letter and Calendar of Events 

page on the website at 

www.tdoa.org concerning 

more CE information. 
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2009 Optician of the Year Announced 
Kathy Hawkins receives top honors 

Kathy Hawkins was named Optician of the 

Year at this yearôs convention in Nashville, 

Tennessee.  Kathy was nominated for her 

hard work as the current Chair of the Ten-

nessee Board of  Dispensing Opticians, her 

work on the TDOA board as a director and 

for working hard to maintain the licensing 

of opticians by pounding the pavement of 

Capitol Hill.   Kathy met each legislator 

face to face to discuss issues facing opti-

cians and answer any questions they had 

about the profession.   

Kathy has worked in the optical 

business for over 30 years and cur-

rently works for Gates Wayburn, 

MD.  She is in her third term on 

the licensing board.   

Kathy was presented the award 

before Saturdayôs luncheon by her 

good friend and colleague Felda 

Stacey.  She was surprised to find 

her husband and daughter were in 

the crowd cheering her on.  

President Greg DeCrow presents Kathy  

Hawkins with the Optician of the Year award. 

2010 Calendar of Events 
We do not have a confirmed full 

schedule for 2010 however we would 

like to keep you updated on whatôs 

coming up for the new year.  

Keep in mind anything below may be 

changed.  Dates will be added later 

for most events.   

March 2010ðChattanooga chapter 

hours 

April 2010ðBristol or Johnson City 

chapter hours 

June 2010ðConvention in Memphis 

October 2010ðKnoxville chapter 

hours 

November 14,  2010ðLast hours in  

Nashville  

Watch our Calendar of Events page 

on our website for updates. 

2009 Legislator of 
the Year Announced  

Senator Ophelia Ford was awarded Legisla-

tor of the Year by the TDOA officers and 

board of directors.  Senator Ford made the 

recommendation to the members of the 

Government Operations Committee that the 

licensing board sunset be extended from 

four to six years.  She walked the halls of 

Capitol Hill proudly displaying a sticker 

that  showed her support of the Opticians of 

Tennessee.   

We would like to thank her for all of her 

hard work on our behalf.  The plaque will 

be presented to her in her private office in 

Memphis by our TDOA president Greg 

DeCrow and Director from Memphis Larry 

Christopher.   

In Memoriam 

 

The TDOA would like to recognize 

the passing of the following people 

who were important to the optical 

community.  

Charlie BibbðSouthern Optical 

Hugh GrantðValley Optical & 

Southern Optical 

We offer prayers and condolences 

to their families. 



2010 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP  

TENNESSEE DISPENSING OPTICIANS ASSOCIATION 
 

PLEASE CHECK ONE:       NEW APPLICATION      ____          RENEWAL      _____ 

 NAME _________________ _______________________ DATE: __________________ 

                          LAST                      FIRST                    MI 

HOME ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________ 

              CITY        ____________________________STATE _________ ZIP____________________ 

HOME PHONE (____)________________________________________________________________ 

PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT _____________________________BUSINESS PHONE (____) ________ 

BUSINESS ADDRESS  _______________________________________________________________ 

CITY         _________________________STATE _________ZIP____________________ 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS_______________________________________ 

Would you like to receive your newsletters via email? ____yes_____no 

ÐCERTIFICATION NUMBERS  _______ ABO _______ NCLE    

TENNESSEE DPO NUMBER  ____________________  

TENNESSEE REGISTERED APPRENTICE NUMBER __________ 

(CERTIFICATION , DpO, APPRENTICE NUMBERS MUST BE LISTED) 

Membership runs from January 1 to December 31.  Renewals become payable 

on December 31 of each year and are due before January 31.                  

Please check the box that applies to you  

 

  

 

 CODE OF ETHICS 

 I WILL MAKE MYSELF WORTHY OF THE CONFIDENCE PLACED IN ME BY THE TENNESSEE DISPENSING OPTICIANS ASSOCIATION AND DO EVERYTHING 

POSSIBLE TO BE WORTHY OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE ASSOCIATION.  BY SUPPORTING, PROMOTING, AND IN NO WAY COMPETING WITH THE PROGRAMS 

AND SERVICES OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

 ________________________________________________               ________________    

  Signature                                             Date  

 

PLEASE NOTE: THE TDOA CURRENTLY 

ASSIGNS $ 25.00 OF YOUR DUES FOR 

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES.  THE IRS HAS 

RULED THAT THIS AMOUNT ($25.00) 

OF YOUR DUES ARE NO LONGER TAX 

DEDUCTIBLE.  PLEASE BE AWARE OF 

THIS IN PREPARING YOUR INCOME TAX 
  

New Members Returning Members Returning Members Continued 

Tennessee Licensed Optician 

$150.00   _________ 

Renewal of Licensed Optician or As-

sociate Membership Before 

1/31/2010  $125.00  _______ 

Renewal of Registered Apprentice 

or Student Member 
$25.00 ________ 

Associate (if you are NOT li-

censed in TN and need 

ABO/NCLE certificates at edu-

cation hours) $150.00  

After 1/31/2010   $150.00 _______  Please Print the name of the 

school you attend :  

Registered Apprentice or Stu-

dent Member who does NOT 

need ABO/NCLE certificates 

$25.00   _________ 

After 6/30/2010   $175.00 _______   

  
  
CHECK PAYABLE TO:         TDOA                          

                                           P.O. Box  210454 

                                          Nashville, TN 37221 

           CHARGE MY :  CIRCLE ONE 
VISA   MASTER CARD   DISCOVER 
CREDIT CARD # ___________________________ 
EXP. DATE ______________                                                                                          

SIGNATURE__________________________ 
CREDIT CARD RENEWALS ARE ACCEPTABLE BY FAX   615-646-5780 



TENNESSEE DISPENSING  

OPTICIANS ASSOCIATION 
 

P.O. Box 210454  
Nashville, TN 37221-0454 
Phone: 615-646-5245 
Fax: 615-646-5780 
Email: tdoa@tdoa.org 

I would like to attend Continuing Education Hours 

KNOXVILLE OCTOBER 25TH __________ 

 

NAME            PHONE NUMBER:     
  

 

ADDRESS:             
  

 

EMAIL ADDRESS:       CHECK ONE:    LDO    ASSOCIATE  

 

   APPRENTICE    STUDENT                    DPO OR REGISTERED APPRENTICE #    

** REMINDERñIf you join as a Registered Apprentice or Student member you are not eligible for ABO/NCLE certificates 
at the continuing education hours.  You must be an Associate member or a Licensed Optician level member to receive the 
certificates. 

Congratulations to Larry Christopher our TDOA Memphis Director!  

Larry was recently appointed by Governor Phil Bredesen to the   

Tennessee Board of Dispensing Opticians.   


